Opening remarks at the PIOC meeting by David Roe, former President of Los Dolses R-17, plus additional information
I think we can all agree that Orihuela Costa receives a totally unacceptable level of maintenance and services from Orihuela Town Hall. I’ve lived in my house in R17 for more than 23 years and the situation gets worse every year. We have had to suffer a poor bin service and fly-tipping for many years, there are potholes in the roads, the white lines on the roads and the pedestrian crossings are almost impossible to see because they haven’t been painted for years, pavements are in a bad condition, weeds are growing at the side of the roads, and parks and green areas are badly maintained. Orihuela Costa has insufficient police, ambulance and fire services and there is an almost complete lack of cultural facilities.
Every four years, in the weeks leading up to the municipal elections, the main Spanish political parties - Partido Popular (PP), Partido Socialista Obrero Español (PSOE), Vox and Ciudadanos – make promises to the residents of Orihuela Costa that are very rarely kept. None of the Orihuela councillors live in Orihuela Costa and they have little interest in it. What interests them is maintaining the status quo, whereby they take the annual property taxes that we pay and spend that money in Orihuela town, which is more than 30 kms from Orihuela Costa. We contribute 60% of the total annual property taxes which Orihuela Town Hall receives, yet only approximately 20% is spent in Orihuela Costa.
Orihuela Town Council is spending some money in Orihuela Costa – resurfacing streets and carrying out small repairs – but this is nothing more than a deception. They want us to think that they care about us, while in reality their plan is to allocate over €150 million to Orihuela town over the next six years:
· €40 million for restoration and improvement projects in Orihuela town
· Over €70 million for a new industrial park in Orihuela town
· Over €50 million for a new sports complex in Orihuela town
Meanwhile, only a few million euros are destined to be spent in Orihuela Costa.
Furthermore, the investments planned for Orihuela Costa are almost entirely focused on infrastructure to continue housing developments (water tanks, pipelines etc.) rather than improving the services we actually need. The Town Council even plans to sell more public plots in Orihuela Costa, leaving the coast without any remaining municipal land. The money raised from these land sales in Orihuela Costa will be used to fund the more than €150 million earmarked for the above projects in Orihuela town. 
In short, everything for Orihuela town and the bare minimum for Orihuela Costa.  

I’m now convinced that the only way forward for Orihuela Costa is independence from the town of Orihuela, so I joined the independence political party PIOC (Partido Independencia Orihuela Costa) in February 2024. This meeting is to tell you about the PIOC and the work that it is doing. If we convince you to support us, we hope that you’ll pass the message on to the residents of your community. If apathy prevails and Orihuela Costa continues to decline, it will not only adversely affect our daily lives, but it will also adversely affect the value of our properties. Nobody wants to live in a dump! 
Starting in January 2026, the PIOC will focus primarily on explaining to all residents of Orihuela Costa how to vote. There are more than 22,000 eligible voters here and, if we obtain 14,000 votes, we will have a real possibility of achieving independence for Orihuela Costa. These 22,000 people must make the effort to register to vote. It is vital for the improvement of Orihuela Costa that everyone participates. PIOC will explain how to do it and will even accompany residents to register, if necessary.
Even with 10,000 votes, PIOC could become part of a coalition administration on Orihuela Town Council and continue to grow step by step from there. Therefore, our minimum goal at the next municipal elections in May 2027 is to reach 10,000 votes. 
If residents, business owners and associations join forces, we can achieve our shared goal, a better Orihuela Costa. 
We need the effort of each and every one of you. Speak with everyone you meet, hand them PIOC leaflets and explain that, if we achieve independence, Orihuela Costa will gain over €20 million extra each year in new investments and enjoy excellent public services. Together, step by step, we can achieve it!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Additional information:
· Website: www.pioc.info
· Facebook: Partido Independencia Orihuela Costa PIOC
PIOC holds regular meetings at The Emerald Isle in La Florida. The next one will be at 11:30 on Monday 12th January 2026. From then on, the meetings will be held every month. Further information about the meetings will be on the website and Facebook. 
PIOC leaflets in English and other languages will be available at every meeting. If you wish to join the party, membership forms will also be available at these meetings, or you can join by following the instructions on the PIOC website. Individual membership costs €40 (that’s only 77 cents per week), and for a couple it’s €60 (€1.15 per week). The money obtained from membership fees will go entirely towards funding the party’s activities and spreading its message. No member of the party is paid a salary or expenses for the work that they do.
